Chapter II
THE RESPONSE

WHEREVER the rebel leaders had been unable to seize
power instantly, either by surprise tactics or by taking
advantage of the weakness of the authorities,, the people
rose up in defence. From each town and village there flowed a
steady stream of recruits; every man who could get hold of a rifle
set off for the front. Until the Government made its tardy
decision to open the arsenals to the impatient masses, there were
more shotguns than rifles. In the meantime, in every town a
hundred men or so were posted in the neighbourhood of all
barracks where officers were suspect, and were entrusted with the
control of the highways. Tree-trunks or lorries were placed in the
bends of the roads to obstruct traffic, and bridges which might
have been used by the rebels were blown up without com-
punction. Swift resolutions had to be taken; unquestioning
obedience to the men who proved themselves able to lead was de-
manded. It was a general mobilization without instructions, save
those hastily circularized by political parties and Trade Unions, or
dictated to every man by his own conscience. In the twinkling of
an eye the liberty front was formed and manned.

There was nothing, even in the war years which followed, more
magnificent than those first few days. In Bilbao, on the evening of
July igth, the city suddenly emptied on the rumour that Navarrese
troops were advancing towards Ochandiano. Lorries, taxis,
private cars, everything on four wheels which could be made to
go, sallied forth to meet Mola's shadow column; while men,
armed and unarmed, women and children, youths and girls,
joined in the march, all fired with the same eager enthusiasm, the
same passionate longing for freedom. Imprecations mingled with
heroic vows, slogans with popular songs. ... In Madrid, on the
following morning, the people marched behind two cannon

[29]